MISSION STATEMENT

“The OAG is the national authority on public sector auditing issues and is focused on assessing performance and
promoting accountability, transparency and improved stewardship in managing public resources by conducting
independent and objective reviews of the accounts and operations of central government and statutory agencies;
providing advice; and submitting timely Reports to Accounting Officers and the Legislative Council”.

VISION STATEMENT

The Office of the OAG plays a crucial role in ensuring that public monies are spent wisely. Our vision is
therefore “to be a proactive Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) that helps the nation make good use of its resources”.

AUDIT MANDATE

The mandate of the Auditor General is outlined in the Audit Act 2001. The relevant sections are reproduced
below.

PART Il
DUTIES AND POWERS OF AUDITOR GENERAL
Duties of 8. Q) The Auditor General shall inquire into, audit and report in
Auditor General an impartial manner on the accounts of Public Bodies, Statutory Bodies

and Government Companies, and in his audit shall make such examination
as he may deem necessary to satisfy himself whether -

(@ accounts have been faithfully and properly maintained in
accordance with generally accepted accounting standards,
and that all reasonable precautions have been taken to
safeguard the collection and custody of public moneys, and
that these have been fully accounted for or paid, where so
required by law, into the Consolidated Fund,;

(b) moneys which have been appropriated and disbursed have
been applied to the purposes for which they were
appropriated, and that expenditure has been made only as
authorised;

(c) moneys other than those which have been appropriated have
been dealt with in accordance with proper authority;

(d) all reasonable precautions have been taken to safeguard the
receipt, custody, issue and proper use of cash, stamps,
securities and public stores, and that the regulations,
directions and instructions relating thereto have been duly
observed;

(e) sufficient relevant and reliable audit evidence is obtained to
support the issue of a professional audit opinion on the
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financial statements of the organisations subject to audit;

(F)  expenditure is achieving value for money;

(g) adequate regulations, directions or instructions exist for the
guidance of Accounting Officers and Accountable Officers,
and are complied with;

(h) proper returns have been submitted by Accounting Officers
in accordance with the Finance (Administration) Act 2001,

(1) the accounts are in agreement with the books of accounts
and returns.

2 In the conduct of his duties the Auditor General shall
comply with professional Auditing Standards to deliver a high quality audit
service operating to best current practice.

9. Q) The Auditor General shall act in an advisory capacity to the
Public Accounts Committee in the execution of its duties and powers
provided for in section 4 of Order No. 65 of the Standing Order of
Montserrat Legislative Council (S. R. O. 6 of 1972).

2 In accordance with the provision of subsection (1) , the
Auditor General shall -

(@) advice the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee on
the matters selected for examination, and if requested to do
so, explain the accounting principles involved to the whole
Committee;

(b)  brief the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee, and
if requested, the whole Committee, on the items appearing
in the Statements of Expenditure in Excess; and

(c)  Dbrief the Committee on the Treasury minute and on progress
made in implementing the Committee's previous
recommendations.

3) In performance of his advisory functions the Auditor
General shall not be subject to any directions or instructions given by the
Committee.

PART IV
THE AUDIT AND EXAMINATION OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

25.  Within a period of six months (or such longer period as the
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Legislative Council may by Resolution appoint) after the end of each
financial year there shall be transmitted to the Auditor General by the
Accountant General accounts showing fully the financial position of
Montserrat at the end of the year, which shall include the statements listed
in section 17 (2), and section 18 of the Finance (Administration) Act 2001.
Any delay in submitting these statements to the Auditor General must be
authorised by a Resolution of the Legislative Council.

26 (1) On receipt of the accounts prescribed by section 25 the Auditor
General shall cause them to be examined and audited and shall, within a
period of nine months (or such longer period as the Legislative Council by
Resolution may appoint) after the end of the financial year to which the
accounts relate, certify each account, and shall within the aforesaid period
prepare, sign and transmit to the Minister a report on the examination and
audit of all such accounts, together with copies of the accounts, certified

as aforesaid. In this certification of the accounts the Auditor General shall
express his opinion as to whether they present fairly, information, in
accordance with accounting policies of the Government together with any
reservation he may have.

2 The Auditor General may at any time if it appears to him
desirable transmit to the Minister a special report on any matter incidental
to his powers and duties under this Act.

PART V
EXAMINATION AND AUDIT OF THE ACCOUNTS
OF STATUTORY CORPORATIONS, BOARDS, COMMISSION
AND BODIES

29.  As provided for in section 8 (1), but subject to the provisions of
section 26 (1), the accounts of any Statutory Corporation, Board,
Commission or Body shall be examined and audited by the Auditor
General.

30. In relation to such Statutory Corporation, Board, Body or
Commission and its members, officers and employees, the same or similar
duties powers and discretion as are conferred upon the Auditor General in
regard to the audit of Government accounts apply.

31.  Subject to the provisions of the provisions of section 25, the
Auditor General shall prepare a report on the examination and audit of the
quasi-Government accounts for which he is appointed Auditor, and shall
transmit such report to the Minister under whose portfolio a particular
entity lies for presentation to the Legislative Council.



